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STATE OF MAINE
KENNEBEC, SS.

CAMFOUR,

INC.

)
)
)
)
)
)

ASSURANCE OF DISCONTINUANCE

Pursuant to the Unfair Trade Practices Act,
5 M.R.S.A.

§ 206 et_ seq, , the Attorney General has examined

the practices of Camfour,

Inc. with regard to the sale of

firearms and related products,
goods,

such as ammunition and leather

to retail merchants in the State of Maine.
Camfour,

Inc. voluntarily enters the following

Assurance of Discontinuance with the Consumer and Antitrust
Division of the Maine Department of the Attorney General.

I.
1.

Camfour,

Inc. is a Massachusetts corporation

with its principal place of business in Westfield,
2.

Camfour,

Massachusetts.

Inc. distributes firearms and

related products, including products manufactured by Smith 6c
Wesson,

to retailers in the northeastern United States,

including

the State of Maine.
3.

The demand for some models of Smith 6c

Wesson handguns exceeds the supply available to distributors,
including Camfour, Inc.

4.

The Maine Department* of the Attorney General,

as a result of its investigation of Camfour,
Camfour,

Inc., alleges that

Inc. has used the limited availability of Smith

&.

Wesson handguns as a lever to compel retailers to purchase
unwanted products sold by Camfour,
Wesson ammunition,
5.

Inc,,

including Smith &

long guns and ammunition.
The Attorney General further alleges that

Camfour, Inc. has achieved the result described in the preceding
paragraph by conditioning the sale of Smith & Wesson handguns
upon the purchase by retailers of other products.
6.

The Attorney General asserts that Camfour,

Inc.'s practices constitute an unfair method of competition
in violation of § 207 of the Unfair Trade Practices Act and
that these practices have had the following effects in the
State of Maine.
(a)

commerce and trade for competing
brands of firearms and related products
have been restricted,

(b)

consumers have been denied the opportunity
to purchase firearms and related products
in a competitive and open market,

(c)

and

retailers have been deprived of their
freedom to choose which products to
sell to consumers .

7.

Camfour,

'•

Inc, states that it has never used

or attempted to use the limited availability of any product to
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compel the purchase of any other product and specifically
denies the allegations of fact and law contained in para
graphs four through s i x .

II.
WHEREFORE, Camfour,

Inc., pursuant to 5 M.R.S.A.

§ 210 and without making any admission as to any issue of law
or fact assures:
(A) That it will not engage in any conduct or
activity whereby the sale of Smith 6c Wesson handguns is con
ditioned upon the purchase by retailers of other products,
including but not limited to, the following conduct or activity:
(1)

conditioning the sale of Smith 5c Wesson
handguns

to retailers upon the purchase

by retailers of other products sold by
Camfour,

Inc.,

including other Smith 5c

Wesson products;
(2)

establishing percentages,

quotas or

dollar volumes of purchases of products
or lines of products sold by Camfour,
Inc. which retailers must satisfy in
order to purchase Smith 6c Wesson handguns
from Camfour,
(3)

Inc.;

decreasing the quantity of Smith Si. Wesson
handguns which are sold to retailers
because their monthly or other periodic
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purchases of other products from Camfour,
Inc. have decreased temporarily.
(B) That it:
(1)

will furnish a copy of this Assurance
within thirty (30) days after the effective
date of the Assurance to each of its
officers and directors and to each of
its employees or agents who have any
responsibility for the pricing or sale
of its products in the State of Maine;

(2)

will,

for a period of five

(5) years

from the effective date of this
Assurance,

furnish a copy of this

Assurance to each successor to those
officers,

directors,

employees and

agents described in subparagraph (l),
within thirty (30) days after such
successor is employed or becomes
associated with Camfour, Inc.
(3)

file with the Department of the Attorney
General within sixty (60) days after the
effective date of this Assurance an
affidavit as to the fact and manner of
its compliance with subparagraph (1).
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III.

Nothing herein shall in any manner preclude
Camfour,

Inc. from selecting,

retaining or terminating retail

accounts in Maine upon application of criteria which do not
violate the terms of this Assurance or any other State or
Federal antitrust or restraint of trade law.
herein in any manner preclude Camfour,

Inc.

Nor shall anything
from equitably

allocating Smith & Wesson handguns among its Maine retail
accounts in a manner which does not violate the terms of this
Assurance or any other state or Federal antitrust or restraint
of trade law, taking into account such factors as historical
purchases from Camfour,

Inc.

IV.

The Attorney General accepts this Assurance in
accordance with the provisions of 5 M.R.S.A.

§ 210.

V.
If any of the conduct or activity described or
referred to in part 11(A) of this Assurance shall be declared
or become lawful as a result of judicial, administrative or
legislative action or decision,

then this Assurance shall be

null and void as to any such conduct or activity.

The effective date of this Assurance shall be
the date on which the Assurance is filed in the Superior Court
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for Kennebec County by the Attorney General.

(AJlAtjp
Dated:
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ATbert lb FeFst^ President
Camfour, I n c .

Personally appeared the above named Albert F.
Ferst and made oath to the truth of the statement by him
subscribed,
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Notary Public
Dated:

/

V rtA-S1/

/} i

t ¿/luxyit-i—
A y
i/Ly
Oh e ry1 Harr ingt on
Attorney Generally
Assistant Atturne
Consumer and Antitrust Division
State Office Building
Augusta, ME
04333
(207) 289-3716
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